In November 2014, Reading Museum welcomed five young people to be Abbey
Quarter Consultants for the day.

Two sixteen year olds from Reading College and three twelve year olds from
Dedworth School, Windsor, produced some interesting and exciting feedback
and ideas helping the Reading Museum team think about how to engage a
teenage audience in the Abbey Quarter.

The day started with a facilitated session exploring their experiences and
current attitudes towards outside heritage and cultural sites. They also
discussed their interests and what they liked to do in their spare time.
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They decided to explore one option further and spent time drawing,
designing and discussing ‘The Big Sleepover’ — their idea to hold different
activities as part of one major event where teenagers could gather together
inside the Abbey Quarter. ldeas included a silent disco, films and images
projected on to the walls of the Abbey, spooky stories, marshmallows and fire
pits and the chance to bring tents, sleeping bags and to stay the night...

The group also posted their Takeover Day experiences on Twitter and Facebook,
with their experience forming part of their Arts Award, a national qualification,
with the team at the Museum trained to deliver Arts Award in the future.
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Takeover Day is a national event led by the Children's
Commissioner for England. It offers children and young
people the chance to get involved in decision-making
within their local community. It also provides
opportunities for young people to work with adults to
help break down barriers between generations.
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